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Directors cut  

Happy Holidays Chapter X Family!  In a few days we will have our Christmas Luncheon and 
Gathering. This year we will meet at Twisted Fried Chicken and Waffles, located at 145 
Windsor Highway in New Windsor. We will meet at our normal meeting time of 1:30. For 
anyone interested, we will have our traditional “Secret Santa”, gifts should be no more 
than $20. 

Last month we held our Thanksgiving Gathering at Planet Pizza in Newburgh where @ 30 
members enjoyed a nice meal and some great company! 

December 1st found around 20 Chapter X members on a bus headed for the International 
Motorcycle Show at the Javits Center on NYC. A big THANK YOU to Robert Lounsbury for 
coordinating the trip and providing us with some excellent transportation!! 

As of this evening as I write this there are only 100 days until the first day of Spring.  We 
can only hope it will be a mild winter and an early spring!   

Maria and I would like to wish our Chapter X family and extended families a very healthy 
and safe Holiday season.  We will see you all soon at the next gathering.  

Ernie & Maria 

 

ADDeD Piece 
 Tips for taking care of your motorcycle over the winter:  

Step 1: Take a moment to thank God for what you’ve been able to do this year. 

Step 2: Rotate your tires from front to back so they wear evenly.  

Step 3: Change the summer air in your tires to winter air. You will have to go to the 
dealership for this.  

Step 4: Alternate the bulbs in your directional signals and reverse your mirrors.  

Step 5: Change your fluids from summer to winter and if you lean your bike to the left turn 
it around so the fluids lean to the right.  

Please follow these directions as noted. If you have any further questions, please contact 
our          Assistant NY District Director East: Alex Borrero. 

 

Submitted by 

Treasurer and Ride Coordinator 

Pete ‘Hungry Bear’ Cantline 



 

AcD corNer 

Good day everyone. We are coming up on the Holiday Season and the end of another year. 
2018 was a good year. I would like to propose that we as a Chapter, make 2019 a GREAT 
year. I believe that if we ALL come together, use the WhatsApp app to keep in 
communication, plan out our rides, come to the meetings and voice our opinions we will 
prosper. We are all part of this Chapter because we want to. We enjoy each other’s 
company. We enjoy our Wings and we enjoy riding. To be able to maintain our monthly 
meeting location, we all need to come out and Volunteer some time at Motorcyclepedia. 
Ride Safe, With the Wind Upon Your Face. 
ACD Mark A. Acosta 

 

tech suPPort 

The Dreaded Off-Season by Ron Breau 

 Well here we go again. The time of year I dread the most. The club has just got finished 
having our Thanksgiving get-together, always a pleasant outing. Plans for the Christmas 
get together and a club trip to the city for the motorcycle show seem to be planned and 
firm. So, what is there to fret about you might ask? The dreaded end to another riding 
season of course! 

For those of us that don’t ride all year long there is the need to put the bikes to bed. 
Remember to do all the things to ensure a good winters rest for your trusty steeds (full 
tank, tires filled and off the concrete, covered to keep the dust off, etc.). It is also a good 
time to take care of your riding gear. Make sure everything is cleaned and stored in a 
warm dry spot. Especially the helmet, remember that the cold dries out the Styrofoam 
prematurely aging the helmet. 

On the plus side (hopefully!) it may be another short winter. Time to fit in some online 
training courses for the bike. What you say!? There are free online training courses that can 
help to fill the non-riding void?  Yes, yes there are. YouTube is a great source for many of 
them and a great place to help fuel your thoughts on how to get out of the riding 
envelope you may be stuck in. There are many others from Revzilla, Rocky Mountain ATV 
and many of the motorcycle magazines have training tutorials on their websites that are 
pretty good. 

What else can be done to help fill the void? Well hopefully you were able to go down to 
the International Motorcycle Show in NYC with the club. Did you score some good deals? 
Hopefully the weather will cooperate, and we will be able to ride for the New Year’s Day 
luncheon. On January 121th we should be having the ride calendar meeting so start 
thinking up places to go and good routes to get there. I’ve been told there will also be 
some cookies swapped at that time and dinner planned. 

I guess that really only leaves the rest of January, February and March to fill up. Wait isn’t 
March 20th the first day of Spring? Riding season starts all over again. That really isn’t 
that long of an off season as it seemed. I’m feeling better already ;). 



FeAtureD member 

 

Ernie VanDeMark; Chapter Director, NY-X 

Our Family: Maria, (my wife of 41 years) and I have been blessed with 4 children, Tiffany, 
Kristina, Ernie And David, AND 6 awesome Grandchildren!!    

Years Riding: My first exposure to the world of 2 wheels probably started @ 1965. I 
started out on one of those mini bikes with a Briggs and Stratton engine and centrifugal 
clutch.   

My story: My Dad bought me my first bike which was an 80cc Yamaha which, was more of 
a street bike than off road but it provided a base to perfect some sort of self-taught skills 
in the fields and woods of the area I grew up in.  I quickly moved on to a 125cc Yamaha 
Enduro.  I got a few years out of that then moved on to a Yamaha 250 Enduro.  The 250 
became my first “road” bike and I used as my only mode of transportation for at least one-
year riding through the winter.  After the 250 gave it up I bought a Yamaha 250 twin road 

 

bike and enjoyed it for a few years.  Stepping it up a notch, I then purchased a 1972 
Honda 750 4, at the time it was one of the fastest bikes out there.  I put many miles on 
that bike until a fateful July night in 1980.  I crashed out and succeeded in breaking both 
of my legs!!!  Maria was pregnant with our first child, so as you can imagine this did not go 
over too well!  End result: two months in the hospital and out of work for 6 months total! 

A short hiatus from motorcycling was in store for me, it was like “you’re never riding on 
one of those *@!@#  things ever again!!”  So, for quite a few years I rode some friends 
bikes off and on but did not own one.  Then………  the itch to ride again was driving me 
nuts so I figured what the heck lets run the idea of buying a bike up the flag pole and see 
what happens.  Shockingly I was given the green light to buy my own bike again!  I knew I 
wanted a machine that Maria and I could travel on. I looked at many used bikes and one 
guy even let me take his used and for sale 1500 out for a test ride.  Long story short, I 
ended up at Rusty Palmers in Honesdale PA and made a deal on a brand new 2003 
GL1800!  Since then I’ve also added a 2018 KTM 1290 Super Adventure to the stable!  In 
2016 I traveled to Peru and toured for 2 weeks with fellow Chapter X member Pete 
“Pedro” Cantline and in 2017 I traveled to Munich where I then traveled through 5 
countries in Europe.  I plan to leave the country again in 2019, destination to be 
determined. 

In my 14 years with GWRRA, I have met some awesome people and made many life-long 
friends.  It has been a pleasure serve as your Chapter Director as well as ACD and Chapter 
Educator!   



In June of this year I retired from a 27-year career with Central Hudson Gas & Electric Co.  
Retirement lasted @ 30 days!  I accepted a position as a Superintendent of NY 
Construction in Albany.  I am doing almost exactly what I did for Central Hudson, so it is a 
good fit although it will be short term. Maria and I have realized our bucket lists need 
attention as well as our children and grandchildren.   

That’s my story and I’m stickin to it..     

 

 

chAPter cAleNDAr 

Sunday December 16      Chapter X Monthly Meeting and Christmas Lunch  

Tuesday January 1           Annual New Year’s Day Ride and Lunch (Weather Permitting)  

 

chAPter NY-X stAFF 

Directors:   Ernie & Marie VanDeMark  mrerniev@aol.com 

AssistANt chAPter Directors: 

Mark & Emmy Acosta  markacosta2010@yahoo.com 

Josh & Mary Klien      chefjoshua@aol.com 

Rich & Kristy Diamond   richard.diamond999@gmail..com  

treAsurer:   Pete Cantline      trailmate@hvc.rr.com 

membershiP coorDiNAtor:   Mike Devaux    gwrra.nyx.mec@comcast.net 

chAPter eDucAtor:   Ron Breau   1badfrog@optonline.net 

2018 couPle oF the YeAr:   Angel & Liz Cooper  

roAD cAPtAiNs:  Ron Breau, Richard Diamond, Alex Borrerro, Kurt Repsher, 
Iggy George, Paul Breau, Efrain Negron, Debbie Negron, Louis McKenzie, 
Brian Sperry, Pete Cantline, Mike Smutek, Rashid Redd, Lawrence Patton, 
Ernie VanDeMark, James Haywood, Mark Acosta, Emmy Acosta (co-captain), 
Kevin McGurk, Vincent Hill. 

WebmAster:   Mike Devaux     hudsonvalleywings.org  
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eveNt Photos & Fliers 

Here are some of our family pics 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 Chapter NY-X Members & Guests, enjoying each other’s 
camaraderie during an early fall ride through scenic Dutchess County, NY, to a much-
anticipated late afternoon meal stop at La Puerta Azul Mexican Restaurant on US Rte. 44 in 
Salt Point, NY. A really great time was had by all. Thank you to La Puerta Azul Mexican 
Restaurant for your great food & hospitality. 

     

 

Saturday October 20, 2018, we had our Annual Meeting of The X’s. Pa-X ACD Randy 
Schweiss and NY-X ACD Mark Acosta got together and planned out a lunch meeting at 
Muller’s Diner in East Stroudsburg Pa. We had a great end of year ride and lunch meet.  

 

    

 

  

 



riDe sAFe, With the 
WiND 

 
  uPoN Your FAce… 

 


