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Directors Cut  

HELLO Chapter X Family!!  Autumn is upon us which, is my favorite time of the year!  I 
love the crisp cool mornings and of course the changing of the foliage.  All this makes for 
some awesome riding which I hope I can get to enjoy some of.  Please be keenly aware 
though that this is also the time of year when days become shorter and our 4-legged 
friends (DEER) become more active. So, when out riding the countryside and enjoying the 
beauty of fall keep one eye out for hazards!  

The NY District Rally was a huge success from the pictures I saw posted on social media 
and, once again Chapter X was well represented.     Little did I know our Chapter X 
member Vernie (aka Virgil) is a master of Karaoke! I was there with you all in spirit. Well 
done Chapter X!! 

We still have a couple of GOOD months of riding opportunities so be on the lookout for 
announcements of occasional dinner rides, breakfast rides and other events (Ron Breau 
just led a nice breakfast ride on the 7th to Elias Cole in NJ.)   On Saturday the 6th our 
own ACD Mark Acosta led a group on a day ride up to Woodstock.  From what I could 
see on Facebook it was a fun day for all who attended! 

I am hopeful that my November Directors cut will have some stories of some rides I have 
done.  Going to the garage and looking at my two machines sitting idle is quite 
depressing.  This is only temporary I keep telling myself. 

One more thing: Mark Acosta ACD has been looking for a common way for the chapter to 
communicate rides, events, etc..  In the past we have relied on Social Media aka FaceBook 
and emails and even group text messaging.  This has become tedious and labor intense 
to put it mildly.  Mark has discovered an Ap called "WhatsApp".  you can find it in the AP 
Store and is compatible for either iPhone or Android.  The Ap is free, you do not need to 
create a Google account AND, most importantly you can opt out of a conversation at any 
time.  So for instance, I send out a message to everyone about a ride on Sunday.  If your 
interested great, stay in the conversation.  If you are busy or have a conflict and can't 
make it simply opt out of the conversation.  I understand from Mark that a lot of clubs 
and groups utilize this for mass messaging.  I would urge every member of Chapter X to 
download the AP and let Mark know when you have  so he can add you to the "group" 
for chapter announcements.  I plan to use this going forward for reminders of Chapter 
Gatherings and the like.  Check it out and give me or Mark feedback, likes/dislikes. 

Until next month; 

Ride Safe, Ride Often. 

Ernie 



 

ACD Corner 

Good day everyone. I hope that you all enjoyed your summer and were able to do all that 
you wanted to do. October is upon us and for those of you that attended the New York 
District Rally Fall Fantastic in Watertown NY, you know a good time was had by all. The 
weather really did not cooperate but as always, we made the best of it. Karaoke/DJ Alex 
Borrero came through for us! There are some pics at the bottom of the News Letter.   

ACD Mark A. Acosta 

 

Tech support 

Starting Out Right 

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT’S AUGUST ALREADY?!  The weather 
this year went right from winter straight into summer, to monsoon season, if you blinked 
you may have missed spring!  It is good to see our members are getting out of their 
comfort zone and into riding like never before (please see the continuing adventures of 
our own dear treasurer if you think I exaggerate here).   
Before I get carried away let me take a step back and visit the promise I made to the club.  
I said that I would take in as much training as I could and try and share what I have 
learned.  Unfortunately (or not) for Maryann this means she is attending most of the 
training too.  I’ll try to stick to the stuff that we had to actually leave the house to attend.  
During the cold months we spent hours taking online classes.   
So we really started the training this year in December at the IMS show in New York City.  
Yamaha School of Champions held a riding seminar which went over trail braking 
techniques and the physics of traction and how they apply to motorcycle tires.  From 
there we moved to the track and that meant more time with Keith Code and the team at 
California Superbike School.   
For the second year in a row a week was spent at the dirty section of Americade---Dirt 
Daze!!  This year classes were taught by the fine folks of D.A.R.T. from Oklahoma.  On my 
KLR and Maryann on a rented CRF250 we drove some of the most beautiful dirt roads in 
the region (many not open the public). With almost a thousand miles ridden in four days 
we learned about everything from how to ride in the sand to how to navigate water 
crossings and why you should do it all standing up.  As much as we have discussed how 



much driving on the track can help to improve your riding just as much can be learned 
riding in the dirt.  At half the speed and less than half the traction you pick up techniques 
quickly. 
Pretty good start to the season, right?  We are just getting started.  The MOA rally in 
Watkins Glen and a trip down the MABDR is still to come with a Horizons Unlimited rally 
too.  If your calendar has space come along! 
If I am not familiar with some of YOUR adventures, please come to the next meeting ready 
to share them.  I’m hoping we can all have a great year of riding that allows us to learn 
from each other’s adventures.  

 

 

 

FEATURED MEMBER 

 

Hello my GWRRA family. For those of you that I have not yet 
met, my name is Mark Acosta and I was born and raised in Washington Heights NYC, NY in 
1965. 
I began riding minibikes at a young age on the streets of the Heights.  
While visiting family in Indiana for the summer 1977 my cousin David taught me how to 
ride dirt bikes. 
I became very fascinated with riding and have been riding ever since. 
I have worked in the Law Enforcement field for the past 35 years. 
I have a beautiful wife (Emmy) and together we have 3 sons (Robert 24, Joe and Brandon 
20). 
This month I decided to begin school to attain my BA in Law Enforcement Administration. 
 I have owned several bikes in my life, A 1974 Honda 450, 1985 Suzuki GX 550, 1992 
Kawasaki Vulcan 500, 1997 Kawasaki Vulcan 750 and my current bike a 2008 Honda 
Goldwing, which I bought in 2014 with only 1 owner.  



My wife and I enjoy riding with friends and by ourselves. 
Alex Borrero accidently reached out to me in September of 2014 and invited me to a 
Chapter meeting and I wound up joining GWRRA with my wife, who is an excellent 
Backseat Co-Pilot. 
We have met a lot of people of which we now consider family.  
I am a Road Captain and she is a Co-Road Captain. 
We are both currently ACD’s with Chapter NY–X and look forward to many more years of 
riding. 

ACD Mark Acosta 

 

  

 

 Chapter calendar 
Sunday September 16     Pre-Chapter Meeting Ride led by ACD Rich Diamond (Weather 
permitting) then to our Chapter X Monthly Meeting (updated Rally info)   

Saturday October 20   Our Pocono Fall Run with Chapter Pa-X 

Sunday October 21         Pre-Chapter Meeting Ride led by ACD Rich Diamond 
(Weather permitting) then to our Chapter X Monthly Meeting 

Sunday November 18      Chapter X Monthly Meeting and Thanksgiving Lunch 

Sunday December 16      Chapter X Monthly Meeting and Christmas Lunch  

Tuesday January 1           Annual New Years Day Ride and Lunch (Weather 
Permitting)  

 
 

 

CHAPTER NY-X STAFF 

DIRECTORS:   Ernie & Marie VanDeMark  mrerniev@aol.com 

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS: 

Mark & Emmy Acosta  markacosta2010@yahoo.com 

Josh & Mary Klien      chefjoshua@aol.com 

Rich & Kristy Diamond   richard.diamond999@gmail..com  
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TREASUREr:   Pete Cantline      trailmate@hvc.rr.com 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:   Mike Devaux    
gwrra.nyx.mec@comcast.net 

CHAPTER EDUCATOR:   Ron Breau   1badfrog@optonline.net 

2018 couple of the year:   Angel & Liz Cooper  

Road captains:  Ron Breau, Richard Diamond, Alex Borrerro, Kurt 
Repsher, Iggy George, Paul Breau, Efrain Negron, Debbie Negron, Louis 
McKenzie, Brian Sperry, Pete Cantline, Mike Smutek, Rashid Redd, Lawrence 
Patton, Ernie VanDeMark, James Haywood, Mark Acosta, Emmy Acosta 
(co-captain), Kevin McGurk, Vincent Hill. 

WEBMASTER:   Mike Devaux     hudsonvalleywings.org  

 

 

Event photos & fliers 

Here are some of our family pics 

 

ACD Mark Acosta 
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RIDE SAFE, 

WITH THE  
WIND 

UPON YOUR 
FACE… 


